Hemophagocytic syndrome associated with clostridial infection in a pancreatic carcinoma patient.
This report describes the autopsy case of a 71-year-old man presenting with clostridial infection and hemophagocytic syndrome (HS). The patient underwent pancreatoduodenectomy for a pancreatic tumor, and a histological examination revealed an invasive ductal adenocarcinoma. Multiple peritoneal metastases were noted when laparotomy was performed because of postoperative ileus 2 months after the initial operation. Then, acutely progressive anemia associated with fever developed in the patient before death. The autopsy revealed advanced cancer dissemination and HS. In addition, systemic spread of clostridium, confirmed by the polymerase chain reaction method, had resulted in generalized bleb formation. The clostridial infection appeared to be responsible for the HS. This case indicates that HS may occur as a result of clostridial infection.